
30th December 2018                               My Father’s house Cholsey 

1 Samuel 2:18-20,26;            Luke 2:41 - 52 

1 Samuel 2 18 But Samuel was ministering before the LORD—a boy wearing a linen 

ephod. 19 Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with 

her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May 

the LORD give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave 

to the LORD.” Then they would go home. 

 26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with people. 

Luke 2 39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he 

was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to 

Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the 

festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents were returning 

home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was 

in their company, they travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their 

relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for 

him. 46After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening 

to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding 

and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, 

“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for 

you.”   49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 

Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51 Then he went 

down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things 

in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 
  

Intro  This story is one of my favourites.  It always reminds me of The Importance of being Ernest 

Lady Bracknell to Jack who as a baby was left in a handbag at Victoria Station.: “To lose one parent 

may be regarded as a misfortune, but to lose two seems like carelessness”.  How did Jesus manage 

to lose both parents and how did both parents manage to lose Jesus? 

It seems to me Luke, having told us how Mary and Joseph were so greatly used by God to bring the 

Son of God into the world, was aware that his readers would be in danger of putting them on too 

much of a pedestal. And so he includes this story to show us just how human Mary and Joseph 

were… and also to show us how truly human Jesus was.  Luke’s gospel will end with Jesus’ 

followers being sent by Jesus into the world to continue his ministry, the work of his kingdom.  We 

might well think How can we possibly do that? After all we are not Jesus. None of us is the Son of 

God.  Luke would of course agree with that, but, he says, Jesus really was the Son of man, fully 

human with the same limitations as us -  and the same potential as us.   

He grew from infancy into adulthood in the same way that we do. 

So back to the story.  Most of village: maybe both thought Jesus with aunts, uncles, cousins or 

friends.  Note Jesus’ age: 12 – significant as age of Bar mitzvah – officially ceasing to be a child. 

Mary at the back with the other women and children, thinks Jesus is with the men at the front 

Joseph (if he thinks about it at all!) thinks Jesus is at the back with women & children like in 

previous years 

Imagine their mounting panic, desperate search, blaming each other, blaming themselves, realizing 

how much they love him, their guilt at their failure to look out for their boy, let alone that He is 

God’s boy entrusted to their care.  “I’ll never be cross with him again.” 

Back to Jerusalem, searching high and low.  Eventually they find him 

Reaction of relief, joy, love – very humanly, this comes out as anger: 

“How could you do this to us.  Your father and I have been out of our minds with worry!” 

This is a wonderfully human story complete with the 12 year old Jesus’ almost complete 

incomprehension as to why his parents should have been so worried. 



This story makes it so clear that the Christmas story was no myth or fairy tale.  This was not a case 

of God pretending to be a baby, or a child, or a human being, but really all the time He was still 

hanging on to his omniscience and supernatural powers.  This was God, truly becoming a human 

being, with all our limitations.   

Gregory of Nazianzus What  Christ has not assumed, He has not healed.  In other words unless 

Jesus became a human being in every sense with all our limitations, He could not have died on our 

behalf – as a true representative of the human race – and so we humans would not have been saved. 

That Jesus had the same human limitations as us should be an enormous encouragement: 

You probably noticed how Luke brackets this story with very similar phrases: 40 And the child 

grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him 
52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 

 Luke wants to draw out the parallel with that other extraordinary child of the Old Testament – 

Samuel, who grew up to be such a powerful man of God.   

Like any other child, Jesus grew in wisdom and stature  

Note that Jesus like Samuel, grew in wisdom.   When he was born as a human baby, he didn’t 

somehow supernaturally retain all his heavenly knowledge and understanding.  He was a real, 

human baby!   He had to acquire his wisdom and knowledge, like Samuel, like any other human 

being.   This is why was asking the elders questions – in order to grow in knowledge, understanding 

and wisdom. 

Like Samuel, Jesus also  grew in God’s favour as well as with other people 

How could Jesus grow in God’s favour?  C.f a baby.  They arrive – your heart is filled with love – 

they are the best.  But as they grow you discover so much more about them.   Your love and delight 

in them expands as they grow – there is more and more of them to love. 

As Jesus grew, As his personality grew and developed as day by day He fulfilled all the potential 

that was in Him so God continued to delight in every new developing dimension of Jesus. 

Jesus had all of our human limitations and yet He was still able to do wonderful things  How was 

this possible?   

The answer lies in Jesus’ answer to his perplexed parents, the very first words of Jesus, ever 

recorded: "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" 

My Father   In the OT ‘Father’ only used v. occasionally 

God as Father of Israel – the nation 

No one said my Father – not even Abraham, Moses, Elijah, or David 

For Jews it was considered blasphemy: Jn 5:18 
8For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but 

he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 

For Jesus had a profound awareness that God was his Father.  Wonderfully, He offers us this same 

awareness of God as our Father. 

c.f. Romans 8:15, 16   you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."  The 

Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.  If that’s true of us, how much 

more so of Jesus? 

"Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?"  It seems Mary and Joseph didn’t really 

know their son. They spent the whole day looking for him: palace, barracks, camp, river, other 12 

year olds.  Took a long time to realize maybe he would be in the temple courts 

They did not really understand that the deepest longing of Jesus’ heart was to be with his Father, his 

heavenly Father and discover the desires and deepest longings of his heavenly Father’s heart 

Older ones may remember the AV translation; about my Father’s business.   The Greek words Luke 

uses are wonderfully all-encompassing: literally, “ Didn’t you know I had to be in the things of my 

Father.”  Being in my Father’s house, in his presence is part of being about my Father’s business – 

and vice versa 

  



It is being in our Father’s presence that leads us to discover our Father’s heart, which leads us 

to doing our Father’s will. 

viz Jesus’nights of prayer:  John 5:19  "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he 

can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 

When Jesus performed some amazing miracle: not some inherent supernatural power.  He couldn’t 

always go round zapping water into wine or raising people from the dead.  He just did at that 

moment what he saw the Father doing.  Jesus could do nothing of his own accord 

How much more true of us? John 15:5 “Apart from me, you can do nothing.” 

If we are to grow in grace and in the favour of God and men, if we are to grow into the people that 

God created us to be our motto must be the same as that of our Lord Jesus 

I have to be in my Father's house =  spend time in my Father’s presence  

I have to be about my Father’s business 

Is your longing to spend time in your Father’s presence 

Doesn’t have to be here in church can be anywhere 

spending time alone with Him, keeping in constant touch 

How does He see a situation? How does He react? 

What does He want to do?  How does He want to involve you?   It may be just to pray.   It may be 

to pass on a word or insight  that God gives to you.  It may be to do something – to act as prompted 

by his holy Spirit. 

It won’t always be easy.  Sometimes even those closest to you won’t understand, like Mary and 

Joseph. 

Sometimes it will cost you everything, as for Jesus in Gethsemane: Father not my will, but yours 

 But this is what it meant for Jesus to be the Son of God as well as the Son of Man - and this is what 

it means for me to be God’s son, God’s daughter.           

This would be a great resolution for 2019: 

To be more like Jesus by: 

spending more time in our heavenly Father’s presence to discover his heart so that we can do his 

will. 

 

 


